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Dream Works
Illustrator Maira 
Kalman composes  
art in her sleep. 

Preview Kalman’s Paulson Bott Press Prints this month at Book/shop (482D 49th 
st., near telegraph ave., oaklanD, 510-907-9649). the full exhiBition will Be on view in 
septemBer at paulson Bott press gallery (2390C 4th st., near Channing way, 
Berkeley, 510-559-2088). 

aira Kalman’s droll, witty 
illustrations have adorned a dozen New 
Yorker covers, more than 20 books 
(including michael Pollan’s Food Rules 
and daniel Handler’s Why We Broke Up), 
a fashion line, and an operatic stage set. 
she has showcased at exhibitions in new 
york, los angeles, and China. still, she 

muses, “i don’t usually think of the 
work i do as art.” 
that didn’t deter Berkeley’s Paulson 

Bott Press, which specializes in fine art printmaking, from 
orchestrating a collaboration with her. “there’s a frankness to 
maira’s work and a great sort of naïveté to her approach that’s really 
refreshing,” says cofounder renee Bott. “But it never crossed our 
minds that she was anything but an artist.” the three-woman 
studio and gallery, established in 1996, specializes in the arcane 
arts of etching and intaglio printing. after admiring Kalman’s 2010 
exhibit at the Contemporary Jewish museum, founders Pamela 
Paulson and renee Bott courted the illustrator through mutual 
friends. Kalman paid a visit to the Paulson Bott studio last year—“it 
was a lovely departure from just sitting in my studio and painting,” 
she says.

the collaboration resulted in a limited-edition set containing 27 
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1. Each linen print 
involves a time-
consuming 10-step 
process. 2. Maira 
Kalman adds hand-
painted color to a 
print at the Paulson 
bott studio.  
3. Etched copper 
plates used during 
the printing process.

“I’m always 
collecting 

images 
that I find 
arresting 

or fantastic 
as I wander 

about. My 
ideas come 

from photos, 
sketches, 

and 
dreams.”

prints, mainly portraits and still lifes that 
Kalman calls “dreamy narrative moments.” 
she collects reference photos obsessively, 
filling cabinets in her new york studio with 
her own ephemera and images ripped from 
magazines, books, and the New York Times. 
not infrequently, scenes come to her in 
dreams. “Every once in a while, a dream 
stays with you,” she says. “i’m looking for 
those kinds of moments when i’m awake—
where something kind of jolts through you 
in an emotional or electric way.” 

this project was Kalman’s first time 
working with the etching process, during 
which she drew images—in reverse—on 
metal plates and printed them on linen. 
Her favorite print of the set is of a dancing 
woman that was inspired by a photograph 
from the Times. “rather than focusing on 
a specific assignment, i was just plucking 
images out of the air,” she says. “all of a 
sudden, i was making art.”  
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1. Inking the copper 
plate. to ensure a 
limited edition of 
prints, plates are 
destroyed and sold 
as scrap metal after 
printing. (only 15  
copies of each 
image were printed.) 
2. the etching is 
printed on a 
Japanese paper 
called gampi.  
3. Paulson bott 
represents over 35 
artists in its gallery.
4. A sampling of 
Maira Kalman’s 
prints on linen and 
gampi for Paulson 
bott Press.
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