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GIF TS  
FOR  
GROWNUPS

photographed by Gisel Florez

BY LAUREN MURROW

25  
BEST  

HOLIDAY  

GIFTS 
FOR $50   
OR LESS

YOU’VE GOT YOUR  
NEAREST AND 

DEAREST COVERED. BUT 
FINDING CLEVER  

GIFTS FOR EVERYONE 
ELSE—PARTY HOSTS, 

SECRET SANTAS— 
CAN BE OVERWHELMING.

UNTIL NOW. READ,  
BUY AND RELAX

1. CUCKOO FOR COCOA In his holiday truffle set, chocolatier NORMAN LOVE distills the season’s  
yummiest tastes into bite-size indulgences. Flavors include hot chocolate (milk and dark chocolate spiked with habanero)  

and pumpkin pie (pumpkin filling swathed in white chocolate). normanloveconfections.com; $23 for a 10-piece box  
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2. BATH BAUBLES These  
are the sweetest-smelling  
ornaments you’ll buy this 
month. The palm-size globes  
are filled with 2.5 ounces  
of MOLTON BROWN’s body  
and hand washes in delicious 
scents like frankincense  
and allspice, black pepper-
corn, and ginger lily. molton 
brown.com; $15 each

3. MAILBOX FULL OF BUBBLY
Storied Champagne house 
VEUVE CLICQUOT pays hom-
age to the art of the hand-
written note by packaging a 
bottle of Yellow Label brut  
in a faux mailbox, which keeps 
sparkling wine chilled for up  
to two hours. binnys.com; $42

4. BIBLIOPHILE BRAGGING RIGHTS 
Before e-books, there was  
the card catalog—and due 
dates. Stoke book lovers’ 
nostalgia for the Dewey Deci-
mal System with this vintage-
inspired Library Stamp  
Shirt by OUT OF PRINT. For 
every tee purchased, the 
company sends one book to 
a community in need. outof 
printclothing.com; $28

5. SENTIMENTAL STUDS Choose 
from hundreds of mix-and-
match possibilities to create 
meaningful earring combina-
tions (love Texas? Pair a heart 
and a silhouette of the state). 
Other options for these  
KRIS NATIONS quarter-inch 
studs include initials and 
classic charm shapes, such as 
stars and hearts, all in plated 
sterling silver or 14k gold.  
krisnations.com; $35 per pair

6. MEMORIES OF ROCK What  
to buy the Pitchfork-scrolling 
music fanatic? SWISSTED 
concert posters, which a 
grownup can hang with pride. 
Graphic designer Mike  
Joyce turns musical appear- 
ances of the past—by the 
likes of The Clash, Blondie, 
David Bowie and many more—
into a modernist cross be-
tween a rock-show flier and an 
art print. swisstedshop.com; $50

7. THE GIVING TREE Let the 
overdone poinsettia have a 
break this year. The BONSAI 
FOREST Growing Kit contains 
everything needed to culti-
vate a miniature indoor grove 
of houseplants, from seeds  
to gardening tools. moma 
store.org; $50   
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8. POP-TOP PINOT Wine lovers, 
rejoice: Union Wine Co.  
has solved your portability 
problem without sacrificing 
quality (or putting wine  
in boxes). These new cans  
contain the same UNDER-
WOOD Pinot Gris and Pinot 
Noir as the winemaker’s  
traditional bottles but come 
in a lightweight, 375-milliliter 
form (about half a bottle) fit 
for tailgates, camping trips 
and  picnics. unionwine 
 company  .com; $24 per 4-pack

9. FRANCE: A WOMAN’S-EYE 
VIEW Weaving together per-
sonal stories, travel tips, lo-
cal history and vivid character 
studies, Marcia DeSanctis’s 
100 PLACES IN FR ANCE  
EVERY WOMAN SHOULD GO 
blows up the typical stodgy 
guidebook format. Span- 
ning vineyards, country hikes  
and hidden museums, this 
nifty handbook will cause an  
outbreak of Franco-lust.  
powells.com; $20

10. ON HER FISH LIST Gleaming 
Moroccan-made tin key  
rings from FIGUE are as artful 
as they are functional, with  
an upscale, jet-setter vibe. 
figue.com; $15 to $22

11. SOCK IT TO HIM RICHER 
POORER’s cotton-blend styles  
are woven with a bit of stretch  
for foot-hugging comfort.  
But it’s the bright, jaunty 
 patterns—stripes, polka dots, 
florals, camo—that will have 
him flaunting his ankles. 
richer-poorer.com; $32 per set of 3

12. A SOLE-FUL RED POLISH 
Christian Louboutin’s first red 
soles were painted with  
nail polish. Fittingly, the foot-
wear designer’s new CHRIS-
TIAN LOUBOUTIN BEAUTÉ 
collection features 30 long-
lasting nail lacquers in neon, 
jewel-toned and nude hues—
plus, of course, the timeless 
Rouge Louboutin. saksfifth 
avenue.com; $50

13. KEEPSAKE FOR THE SOCIAL 
MEDIA SAVVY Whether your 
friend’s Instagram posts are 
scenic travel snaps, flat- 
teringly filtered family pics  
or priceless #TBT photos, 
PRINTSTAGR AM lets you turn 
them into customized gifts—
calendars, magnets, prints  
and more. printstagram.com; 
$12 and up  
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14. FAKE SNOW, REAL FUN  
Start an indoor snowball fight— 
sans dirty slush—with  
SNOWTIME’s Anytime Snow-
balls. Made from machine-
washable polyester, they 
mimic the feel and crunchy 
sound of the real thing. Duck! 
qvc.com; $20 for 25 

15. BFF BLING Jewelry de-
signer ALEXIS BITTAR and 
beauty giant SEPHOR A  
have collaborated on an im-
possibly glam holiday col- 
lection that includes this 
gilded, clutch-size mirrored 
compact, with both 1x and  
2x magnification—allowing 
your recipient to check for  
spinach in the teeth and still 
look chic. sephora.com; $42

16. NUDE ATTITUDE Flattering 
to all skin tones, the goof-
proof nude lip glosses in 
SONIA KASHUK’s mistletoe-
ready palette deliver a hint of 
go-with-everything color in 
five hues, such as barely-
there blush and warm mauve. 
target.com; $20

17. CUSTOM CARDS When  
the standard-issue business  
card isn’t cutting it, RIFLE  
PAPER CO. allows your recipi-
ent to take a more personal 
approach. The stationer’s 
calling cards can feature an 
illustrated portrait in the  
likeness of your giftee—from 
his or her hair color and  
skin tone to signature eye- 
wear and even clothing style. 
riflepaperco.com; $50 for 25

18. CHOCOLATE WITH A KICK 
KINGS COUNTY DISTILLERY 
infuses its small-batch 
Brooklyn moonshine with 
ground cacao-bean husks 
from the nearby MAST 
BROTHERS CHOCOLATE fac-
tory to create chocolate  
whiskey, a rich, bracing, boozy 
after-dinner drink. Cheers. 
mouth.com; $25

19. MAKEUP MAVEN’S TOOLBOX
MARC JACOBS’s waterproof  
gel-eyeliner crayons ensure 
that a carefully applied  
cat’s-eye will stay put through 
rain, snow—and late-night  
holiday partying. The Sky 
Liner set includes mini pencils 
in seven richly pigmented 
shades, such as Midnight in 
Paris (an inky navy) and Plum- 
age (a vivid purple). marcjacobs 
beauty.com; $45  
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20. GREAT GROOMING GIFT 
KIEHL’S has partnered with 
the estate of Norman Rock-
well to release this limited-
edition Creme De Corps set. 
Printed with the artist’s 
Young Love: Sledding image, 
the box is packed with ev-
erything you need to relieve 
 winter-weary hair and skin. 
Best of all, 100 percent of the 
collection’s profits benefit 
the  hunger-relief charity Feed-
ing America. kiehls.com; $45

21. COUTURE COMFORT SHOES 
After a day of tottering 
around in punishing heels, 
your stylish pal will love KATE 
SPADE SATURDAY’s polka- 
dotted pillow slippers. They 
envelop feet like a pair of 
sole-soothing down comfort-
ers. saturday.com; $50 

22. GET LIT Heighten the  
experience for cocktail aficio-
nados with PADDYWAX’s  
Mixology Candles, packaged 
in Art Deco–inspired glass 
tumblers. Each is scented to 
evoke a bartender classic, 
such as the Dark and Stormy, 
and comes with a recipe  
for the corresponding cocktail. 
paddywax.com; $16

23. POOCH PAMPERING The 
Aussie skin-care brand AESOP  
spoils man’s best friend with 
Animal, a gentle, deodorizing 
fur cleanser. Incorporating 
the oils of lemon peel, tea tree 
and spearmint, this botanical- 
based lather renders furry 
family members extra cuddly. 
aesop.com; $39 

24. ZEN-T WITH LOVE A chic  
gift for a yoga buddy, COCO-
BELLE’s Fringe Necklaces  
are strung with polished stones 
and a brass Buddha pen-
dant. The accent is a stylish 
reminder to b-r-e-a-t-h-e 
through holiday stress. koko 
palenki.com; $48

25. KITCHEN STARTER SET 
BENTO & CO’s Bin 8 Kitchen 
Device is like a Japanese- 
designed nesting doll, piling a 
funnel, lemon juicer, spice 
grinder, egg masher, cheese 
grater, lid opener, egg sep-
arator, 420-milliliter mea- 
suring cup and vase into one 
colorful, wine-size bottle. 
fancy.com; $30 
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    For more great gift  
ideas, go to more.com/
giftguide2014.
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