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The New 
Gatekeepers  
of Old Stuff
A vintage  
store survey. 
Buying furniture new is easy. But for a growing  
band of Bay Area vintage store sifters, it’s 
also joyless. It’s not enough to simply pick out 
a coffee table or clock that adequately fits 
your space. It’s about the thrill of the hunt, the 
prospect of a deal, and the backstory—and 
bragging rights—behind it. The call of this 
scavenger society has been answered by a 
wave of vintage furnishing stores that have 
opened in the past year, joining old standbys 
like Montclair Estates, Aria, and the Perish 
Trust. Meet the new guard of housewarmers: 
a kindred crew of scroungers, road trippers, 
hoarders, and former Twitter employees.          
BY LAUREN MURROW

LIKE MIU MIU FOR  
YOUR LIVING ROOM 
SPACEPOP 1645 SAN PABLO AVE. (NEAR VIRGINIA ST.), 

BERKELEY, 510-545-9767

THE LOOK: Co-owners Jack Mueller and Czelena 
Carter find the unrelenting mid-century modern 
trend a little...snoozy. In contrast, their store’s decor 
hits you like a slap in the face: all Day-Glo hues 
and geometric prints. A three-foot-long Swatch 
watch keeps the time, and a Patrick Nagel beauty 
smolders from the back wall.     
BACKSTORY: Mueller claims that vintage collecting 
is in his blood—as a kid growing up in Cleveland, he 
was schlepped along to estate sales by his interior 
designer mother. These days, his taste skews more 
Milanese than midwestern, largely inspired by 
the Memphis Group, a postmodern Italian design 
collective in the ’80s.   
GO FOR: Electric-blue dining chairs ($500 for two), 
an Eero Aarnio–style Ball armchair ($700), and 
framed posters by Andy Warhol, Peter Max, and 
Keith Haring ($145 to $2,800). 
COMING UP: Mueller is jetting to Italy to replenish 
the stash this month, and in June he’ll open Pop 
Collective next door (1649 San Pablo Ave.), joined by 
a handful of other color-happy collectors. 

BETTY DRAPER DOES PARIS
ELECTRIC BLANKET 3075 17TH ST. (NEAR FOLSOM 

ST.), 415-654-5218

THE LOOK: Owner Jillian West is a next-level 
upcycler. She built the store’s giant, rustic central  
table from reclaimed barn wood and antique table 
legs. The bar is made of old speakers that she 

TRAPPINGS

 CZELENA CARTER AND  
JACK MUELLER, SPACEPOP 
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$90 TO $150 AT SPACEPOP

$295 AT NEIGHBOR

$2,250 AT MIXED NUTS

$45 TO $300 AT NEIGHBOR $40 TO $165 AT MIXED NUTS
$125 AT  

CAROUSEL CONSIGNMENT

 VINTAGE BLANKET 

 HALL POTTERY 

 COLORED GLASSWARE 

 BERTOIA-STYLE CHAIR 

 ANIMALIA 

 GLOBE LAMP 

 COFFEE SERVER 

 MID-CENTURY UPHOLSTERED CHAIR BATTLE OF 
THE BAR 
CARTS              
WE SCOUTED SIMILAR 
FINDS AT SEVEN NEW 
VINTAGE HOME STORES 
TO SEE HOW THEIR 
SELECTION—AND THEIR 
PRICES—STACK UP.

PERCOLATOR, $24  
AT CAROUSEL CONSIGNMENT

TEAPOT, $95 AT SPACEPOP

 PLATNER-STYLE CHAIR 

$150 AT SPACEPOP

$275 AT CAROUSEL CONSIGNMENT $650 TO $900 AT NEIGHBOR $100 AT SPACEPOP

$325 AT MIXED NUTS

$300 AT SCHATZI

$45 AT SPACEPOP

$100 AT CAROUSEL CONSIGNMENT

$55 AT MIXED NUTS

 NAUTICAL ART 

$195 AT CAROUSEL CONSIGNMENT $325 AT NEIGHBOR

$35 TO $65 AT ELECTRIC BLANKET

$799 AT LOST & FOUND

$325 FOR PAIR AT  
CAROUSEL CONSIGNMENT

$375 AT LOST & FOUND

 TEAK BAR CART 

$250 AT CAROUSEL CONSIGNMENT

covered in wood, collaged, and painted. Her records are shelved in a  
retro refrigerator, and the coffee bar is a former hair salon stand. 
BACKSTORY: Late last year, West did the unthinkable: She quit her cushy 
job as a brand manager at Twitter to enter the uncertain business of 
retail. She started out dealing in vintage frocks, but after the 10th inquiry 
about her antique glassware, she branched into home decor last month.
GO FOR: A full spectrum of glass dishes, goblets, and vessels—
souvenirs from West’s travels through Berlin, Amsterdam, and Paris. Her 
collage art, on display in the connected gallery, is composed of vintage 
books, magazines, fabric, stamps, and sewing patterns.

GRANDMA’S ATTIC 
WITH A TWIST
LOST & FOUND 5357 COLLEGE 
AVE. (NEAR HUDSON ST.), 
510-858-5011

THE LOOK: Furnishings are 
grouped into sections for the 
kitchen, the dining room, and 
the living room, giving the 
effect of shopping a tasteful 
stranger’s highly covetable 
home.
BACKSTORY: As a trio of shop 
owners with day jobs, Alison 
McLennan, Brooke Livingston, 

and Erik Whitaker divide and conquer. Whitaker, a gerontologist by day, is 
an estate sale junkie and the store’s resident collector, while Livingston, 
an interior designer, creates the shop’s Anthology-worthy vignettes. 
GO FOR: Dining room tables ($300 to $400), mid-century armchairs 
(from $200), and dressers (from $250). McLennan is a furniture maker 
and deft retrofitter: She’s been known to turn an old space heater into  
a desk lamp and a 1930s radio cabinet into the ideal bar. 

 JILLIAN WEST, ELECTRIC BLANKET 

 BROOKE LIVINGSTON AND  
ALISON McLENNAN, LOST & FOUND 
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DAD’S GARAGE, CIRCA 1950 
MIXED NUTS 3243 BALBOA ST. (NEAR 34TH AVE.), 415-633-6887  

227 FELL ST. (NEAR FRANKLIN ST.)

THE LOOK: Owners Brandon Clark, Anthony Williamson, and Jon 
Rolston have the Mixed Nuts archetype down cold. “A garage 
tinkerer who appreciates design,” says Clark. “The kind of guy with 
handmade toolboxes and Mason jars full of nuts and bolts.” 
BACKSTORY: Clark started rescuing vintage finds from the landfill 
while working for Hauler, Rolston’s hauling business. The pair opened 
their original shop on an unlikely strip of Balboa, where their best 
sources tend to be longtime locals who seek them out. (In particular, 
the older residents of the Outer Richmond and Sunset seem rather 
charmed.) This spring, the guys opened a second, smaller location in 
Hayes Valley. 
GO FOR: Furniture and masculine ephemera from the ’30s to the ’60s: 
industrial lighting, luggage, aluminum signage, coffee tables, 
toolboxes, and stools. But the specialty here is Eames chairs (from 
$200); one wall of the Balboa shop is lined with them, floor to ceiling.
COMING UP: A scouting trip through Michigan, where Charles Eames 
himself went to college.

TRIAGED TREASURES 
NEIGHBOR 4200 PIEDMONT AVE. 
(NEAR RIDGEWAY AVE.), OAKLAND, 

510-594-2288

THE LOOK: “‘Is this too weird?’ 
might as well be our catchphrase,” 
says Dana Olson, who shares 
the store with Karen Anderson. 
“We try to temper the kitsch, but 
sometimes we can’t help it.” They 
gravitate toward things that are 
clearly handmade. 
BACKSTORY: Olson also owns 
nearby accessories boutique Good 

Stock (4198 Piedmont Ave., near Ridgeway Ave., Oakland, 510-653-
8518), and Anderson runs vintage clothing store Mercy Vintage (4188 
Piedmont Ave., near Linda Ave., Oakland, 510-654-5599).
 GO FOR: Though the period references are all over the map—
American primitive (hand-dyed rugs, $235), Victorian (ornate rocking 
chairs, from $100), mid-century modern (Eames office chair, $600), 
’70s craft revival (colorful blankets, from $45)—the pair integrate 
them into a curated effect, not unlike those with a talent for turning 
Goodwill discards into enviable outfits. The furniture is rare—you’re 
here for gems, not bargains—and in pristine condition.

 ANTHONY WILLIAMSON,  
BRANDON CLARK, AND  
JON ROLSTON, MIXED NUTS 

 DANA OLSON AND  
KAREN ANDERSON, NEIGHBOR 

Revive dead wood. 
“Howard Restor-A-Finish 
($11.50 AT COLE HARDWARE, 956 
COLE ST., NEAR PARNASSUS 
ST., 415-753-2653) is magic—
it makes stained or dry 
wood look new again,” says 
Spacepop’s Jack Mueller.

Get thee to Sonoma. 
Petaluma is a hotbed of 
affordable vintage, says 
Electric Blanket owner 
Jillian West. Start at French 
Hen Antiques (218 PETALUMA 
BLVD., NEAR WASHINGTON ST., 
707-763-1657) and Summer 
Cottage Antiques 
(53 KENTUCKY ST., NEAR 
WASHINGTON ST., 707-776-2873).

Mask mistreatment. 
Follow McMahan’s four 
steps for rendering an 
irrevocably damaged 
piece of wood furniture 
desirable: “Sand it down. 
Splurge on a high-quality 
primer. Cover that with 
two coats of high-quality 
paint. Then seal it with 
polyurethane, a clear 
varnish that protects the 
piece from dings.”

Approach garage sales 
like apartment hunting. 
Every Friday night at 11 p.m., 
Brandon Clark of Mixed Nuts 
logs on to Craigslist’s garage 
sale section and maps out 
his Saturday-morning plan 
of attack. He arrives as soon 
as they start selling. Garage 
sales in the Outer Richmond 
and Outer Sunset tend to be 
less populated and thus less 
picked over. “It’s like being an 
on-land pirate on a scavenger 
hunt,” Clark says. 

Flip it over. When you’re considering a piece of 
furniture, check out the underside first, says Illy 
McMahan of Carousel Consignment. It offers 
the best indication of where and when the piece 
was made. “The manufacturer is often branded 
into the base itself. It’s a good sign if it’s made in 
Japan or Denmark,” she says. “And you can tell if 
it’s pre- or post-1950 if a staple gun was used.”

Grade matters. 
Alison McLennan 
of Lost & Found 
recommends 
the 0000 
variety of steel 
wool, the finest 
grade available, 
for buffing 
scratches from 
wood. Always rub 
in the direction of 
the grain. 

Pick up odd parts. Urban Ore (900 MURRAY 
ST., NEAR ASHBY ST., BERKELEY, 510-841-7283) and 
Building Resources (701 AMADOR ST., NEAR 
ILLINOIS ST., 415-285-7814) have everything you 
need to refurbish finds, including hardware, 
tile, glass, stone, lumber, and metals. Score old 
barn wood at MacBeath Hardwood (930 ASHBY 
AVE., NEAR 9TH ST., BERKELEY, 510-843-4390).

Ship by bus. If you’re vintage hunting on 
vacation, don’t pass up an oversize find 
because you’re worried about getting it 
home. “Greyhound ships, and it’s cheaper 
and quicker than UPS or FedEx, especially 
if you’re in the coastal Northwest,” says 
Charles Register of Schatzi. The service 
(SHIPGREYHOUND.COM) doesn’t require a 
complete box like UPS—just use plastic wrap.

Don’t rent—TaskRabbit. The 
errand-outsourcing service 
is typically cheaper and more 
efficient than renting a van to 
move furniture. “I had a vintage 
hairdressing stand and a giant 
stack of wood planks moved 
from Berkeley to the Mission for 
$25,” says West. 

Cut out the middle man. The Alameda Point 
Antiques Faire (2900 NAVY WAY, AT LEXINGTON ST.,  
ALAMEDA; FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH)—a.k.a. the 
Alameda Flea—is where vintage store owners 
buy their stuff, which they’ll then mark up and 
resell. Go before 8 a.m. or don’t go at all.

“THE BEST STUFF IS WORTH THE HASSLE” 
10 TIPS FROM PROFESSIONAL SCAVENGERS.

 SHOPPING 

 SHIPPING 

 RESTORING 


