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“IT HAD A BAD HOMEMADE, hodge-

podge, Cape Cod look,” Peter Englander 

of the Englander Building Company 

recalls with a shudder, describing 

his 80-year-old cottage on Tomales Bay. 

“Think duck knickknacks, a lighthouse 

lamp, and a cheesy hot tub with a plas-

tic roof out back.” Still, the Mill Valley 

resident bought the 700-square-foot 

Inverness rental cabin early this year 

despite its aesthetic shortcomings. “I’d 

been dreaming of getting a little place 

in the Point Reyes area for years,” he 

says. “This was what I could afford.” 

Rather than New England kitsch, 

Englander envisioned a cozy gentle-

man’s fishing cabin—for his own use 

and rentals (SEASTARCOTTAGE.COM)—

that would reflect the area’s nautical 

history. “It’s really important to me that 

whatever I’m building fits into the con-

text of its surroundings,” he says. That 

meant saving what he could from the 

original house and faking the rest. A 

new deck and outdoor shower replaced 

the dilapidated hot tub solarium. Eng-

lander salvaged all the existing light 

and plumbing fixtures and repur-

posed lumber from the rotting 100-foot-

long wooden walkway into a new bed 

headboard.

The cottage is meant to feel like a 

snapshot in time, Englander says, where 

bird-watching and fireside reading still 

trump TV. He road-tripped to antique 

shops in Fairfax, Petaluma, and Healds-

burg with that in mind, aimlessly seek-

Sleep with 
the Fishes
A ’30S FISHING SHACK GETS  
A DESIGN-SAVVY UPGRADE. 

BY LAUREN MURROW 

1. Peter Englander 
made the living 
room chandelier 
out of vintage glass 
fishing floats 
covered in netting. 

2. The Fishmon-
ger’s Daughter by 
photographer 
Michael Garlington 
hangs above the 
propane fireplace. 

3. Ospreys, hawks, 
pelicans, and 
waterfowl are 
visible from the 
dining room. 
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1. Englander rebuilt 
the rotted surface 
of the 100-foot-long 
wooden footbridge 
and back deck.

2. The cottage’s 
original light-blue 
and yellow color 
scheme was 
swapped out for  
a more muted 
palette—with the 
exception of the 
tangerine-orange 
Smeg fridge. 
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ing vintage ephemera. “I’d find stuff I 

liked, then dream up a use for it,” he 

says. As a result, the cabinet hardware 

is crafted from leather belts, army trunk 

straps, and brass boat cleats, while the 

living room chandelier is made from old 

Japanese fishing net floats. 

Though little actual fishing is done 

at this faux fisherman shack, January 

and February, when the herring spawn 

in Tomales Bay and the sea lions follow, 

are prime months to visit. “You can sit on 

the deck and hear the sea lions barking, 

birds singing, and cows mooing faintly 

from across the bay,” says Englander. ❒  


