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“I hate the term curator,” groans Jamie Alexander, gallery director at the Inner 
Richmond art and design shop Park Life. It’s pretentious sounding and over-
used, he insists. “I’m more of a facilitator: Park Life gives people an unintimi-
dating gateway into the art world.”

An Orange County native who studied urban design at UC Irvine, Alexander 
moved to the Bay Area in 1994 and became entrenched in the Mission School 
movement. In 2006 he launched his store, an colorful explosion of paintings, 
prints, home decor, toys, books, and apparel on a strip of Clement Street other-
wise dotted with Chinese restaurants and grocers. As a result of his upbringing in 
what he calls the “consumer culture” of Southern California in the ’80s, Alexan-
der’s own collection of art and functional design is honed and selective. “Every-
thing I buy has to have a use,” he says. “I don’t want some pretty piece that’s going 
to end up at a garage sale in five years.” That same ethos applies to the walls of 
Park Life. His litmus test: “If I feel like I want to take it home, I’ll put it in the store.”

Over the past decade, Alexander has ramped up Park Life’s art program-
ming: The shop hosts 10 exhibitions and publishes two art and design catalogs 
each year. July 22–24, Alexander and the duo behind Colpa Press organized 
the first-ever San Francisco Art Book Fair at Minnesota Street Project. This fall, 
Park Life will celebrate its 10-year anniversary with a blowout group show of 
more than 20 artists, many of whom debuted there. We visited Alexander in 
his Inner Richmond home to discuss the intersection of art and retail, emerg-
ing local talent, and that time he got sued by Jeff Koons—and won.

The Gateway Gallerist
Park Life co-owner Jamie Alexander 
straddles the delicate divide between art 
and commerce. By Lauren Murrow

Alexander on his objects:

1. “The Applause print by Bruce Conner 
is from the ‘70s. I bought it at 871 Fine 
Arts, one of my favorite art bookstores 
in the city. Conner’s retrospective will 
open at SFMOMA this fall.”
2. “I found this oil painting of an old 
beach house at the Thrift Town in El 
Sobrante. It’s by an English artist, 
Lawrence Roche.” 
3. “About six years ago, when we started 
selling this bookend by a Canadian 
company, Jeff Koons sued the store for 
intellectual property infringement. A 
bunch of law firms offered to represent 
us pro bono, so we counter sued and 
totally destroyed him in the court of 
public opinion. The funny thing is, I had 
only sold a handful of them before the 
lawsuit. After that, I sold like 4,000.”
4. “My son, Hank, made me this Lego 
sculpture—his use of color and 
composition at six is better than mine 
at any age.”
5. “Barry McGee and soccer: two of my 
favorite things. Barry created this ball 
for a team in Wales, and they only made 
a couple hundred of them.”
6. “Daren Wilson is a local artist who 
re-created 200 of Giorgio Morandi’s 
ceramic paintings. Now he’s re-creating 
the vases themselves. This vessel is 
from a show he did at Park Life.” 
7. “I commissioned this bistro table and 
chairs for my little kitchen from local 
artists and furniture makers Joe Ferriso 
and Jon Anzalone of Anzfer Farms.”
8. “My ’70s-era Casio is the opposite 
of the Apple Watch; I’m super analog. 
I don’t even use it to tell time, I’m just 
used to having it on my wrist. They’re 
still made new in Japan.” 
9. “This old-fashioned mail sign is 
by David Shrigley, one of my favorite 
jokester artists. He’s so funny, but in 
person he’s very buttoned-up and 
serious and English. The first time I met 
him, eight years ago, he got mad at me 
for mispronouncing a French word.”
10. “Duchamp by Calvin Tomkins really 
opened up my thinking about where 
visual art meets commerce. I give this 
book away so often that I’ve probably 
bought it a dozen times from the Green 
Apple used-book bin.”
11. “Chris Johanson is one of my favorite 
artists from the Mission School who 
does these really simple, outsider-y 
drawings. This piece is called HAHAHA. 
It’s about someone masking his 
insecurity by laughing at himself.”
12. “I got this little Margaret Kilgallen 
sculpture about 12 years ago—it’s a 
painting of hers come to life in 3-D. 
Margaret was a real treasure who 
passed away too early.”
13. “Tucker Nichols and I met almost 
20 years ago, before we were both so 
deep in the art world. He just did the art 
for In Situ at SFMOMA. This piece of his 
hangs in my bedroom.”
14. “This enormous, ambitious pop-up 
book by Tauba Auerbach is one of the 
best editions of the past few years. It 
folds out into these beautiful, two-and-
a-half-foot-tall paper sculptures.”
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